We were able to decide between these hypotheses by We recently measured effects of attention 
with accuracy dropping to near chance at the lowest contrasts ( Figure 3B ). This variation in secondary task difficulty might account for the overall drop in target whereas, in the flanker-modulation hypothesis, the attentional effect should diminish or disappear with higher detection dЈs for very low-contrast flankers ( Figure 3A) . However, this issue was entirely circumvented when the flanker contrast (Figure 2A ).
Our results clearly followed the prediction of the connechigher-contrast range was employed ( Figure 4A ), and those data again showed the persistence of the attention-weighting hypothesis: all of our subjects showed attentional effects of roughly constant magnitude, with no tional modulation even for very high-contrast flankers. For completeness, three subjects were also tested on sign of any reduction in the magnitude of attentional modulation with increasing flanker contrast. As in our conventional single-axis stimuli (i.e., a target and just two flankers, so that attention to one or the other flanker previous study [7] , all six subjects showed consistently higher sensitivity (dЈ) for the central target when the pair was no longer manipulated) across the same range of suprathreshold flanker contrasts. Results (not desecondary Vernier task was performed on the pair of flankers that was collinear with the central target comtailed here) confirmed past reports [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] that such variations in suprathreshold flanker contrast do not syspared to when these were ignored in favor of the orthogonal pair of flankers ( Figures 3A and 4A) . Critically, this tematically affect target detection. While the basic attentional effect [7] replicated here attentional effect was maintained, or even tended to increase, against increasing flanker contrast; this finding is consistent with an effect of attention on early stages of visual processing (i.e., those involved in detection of is consistent with the prediction from the connectionweighting hypothesis in Figure 2B .
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